Superior mesenteric varices and splenic renal shunt with portal hypertension: a case report of liver cirrhosis with complications.
The case of a 58-year old woman with cirrhosis complicated by hepatocellular carcinoma, hepatic encephalopathy and superior mesenteric varices is described. Angiography revealed large superior mesenteric varices and it was demonstrated that the portal venous blood was shunted into the right internal iliac vein via the right ovarian vein. Clinically, this patient had hepatic encephalopathy and hyperammonaemia, but no oesophageal varices were discovered on endoscopy. The hepatic encephalopathy suggested that the portal blood containing ammonium from the superior mesenteric vein entered the brain through the systemic vein without the ammonia being metabolized by the liver.